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State-of-the-art instrumenta-
tion records data in severe
environments down to the
nanosecond range.

Testing capabilities include
ballistics — small arms,
long-rod projectiles, fragments
and shaped charges — and
dynamic loading and response
of mechanical systems and

structures in highly transient Peak air temperature
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SwRI conducts hypersonics
and other high-speed research
using this unique two-stage
light-gas launcher, featured
here by the numbers.
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For light-gas gun testing,
SwRl'encases test projectiles
in a sabot, a structural

device used to keep smaller
projectiles in the center of the
barrel when fired. The sabot
separates from the projectile
and is stripped away when it
hits an impact plate.

SwRI integrates data from experiments to develop models that
simulate the effects of ballistic impact on armors and other materials.
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