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Southwest Research Institute

One of the largest (by revenue), broadest 
(by technologies), and deepest (by 

expertise) independent nonprofit applied 
research & development organizations in 

the United States

Deep Sea to 
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Business Model

 501(c)(3) Scientific Not-for-Profit
– All earnings reinvested
– Objective and unbiased

 Revenue from Projects
– No “endowment” fund 

 Internal Research and Development (IR&D) 
program
 Collaborative

– Created more consortia than any other 
organization in the United States

Natural Beauty on the SwRI Campus



SwRI in the Technology Spectrum
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SwRI Main Campus Today

 New campus photo



New Flammable Gas Test Facility Overview
B278 
(Existing)

B307

B307B 
(Electrical 
and Control 
Room)

B307A 
(Steam/Air)

 B278 turbomachinery research facility and 
HEAT combustion facility are pre-existing 
 New B307 Flammable Gas Test Facility:

– B307A is an auxiliary bldg. for air/steam
– B307B is a control/electrical building
– B307 is an open-air machinery test area 

with capability up to 5 MWe, bridge crane, 
4 machinery pads

 Pipe rack, fuel yard, flare pads
 Design with passive and active mitigations
 Enables testing for hydrocarbon 

compression, hydrogen compression, heat 
pumps w/flammable refrigerants, gas 
turbine testing, turbopumps, organic 
Rankine cycles, etc…



Thank you!

Ben H. Thacker, PhD, PE
Vice President, Mechanical Engineering

(210) 522-3896 (office)
Ben.Thacker@swri.org 

Southwest Research Institute
6220 Culebra Road

San Antonio, Texas 78238-5166

8

mailto:Ben.Thacker@swri.org

	��Welcome! �2025 Industrial Process Emissions Reduction (IPER) Workshop��
	Southwest Research Institute
	…And (Practically) Everywhere Between
	Business Model
	SwRI in the Technology Spectrum
	SwRI Main Campus Today
	New Flammable Gas Test Facility Overview
	��

