Fracking Wastewater
Springs Innovative Start-up
Omni Water Solutions secured millions in
funding and is launching a product designed to
play a significant role in one of the biggest
economic booms this century. The company,
based in Austin, Texas, makes mobile water
treatment platforms that can purify contaminated
frac-flowback and produce water from hydraulic
fracturing, an oil extraction method known as
fracking. Omni’s technology has the potential to
cut costs for the oil industry, but also, by
replenishing millions of gallons of fresh water and
eliminating the need to store waste with deep well
injection, make an extraordinary contribution to
the environment.

Situation
To launch their start-up, Omni joined with the
Austin Technology Incubator (ATI). They already
had a working prototype.
By integrating
sophisticated control software with eight different
treatment processes, including advanced filtration
and oxidation, Omni’s platforms were able to
sense and respond to rapidly changing water
conditions and treat a wide range of contaminants.
In order to get investors to pay attention, they had
to validate their concept. Without a revenue
stream, affording validation was a challenge.
Mitch Jacobson, Co-Director of ATI Clean
Energy, suggested they work with TMAC, a group
of manufacturing specialists dedicated to helping
innovative companies launch innovative products.
“TMAC played a critical role,” said Billy Roberts,
Director of R&D for Omni. “They stepped in and
provided the credible testing we needed.”

Solution
The TMAC South Central office is based at
Southwest Research Institute® (SwRI®). They
provided Omni access to SwRI’s department of
Bioanalytical Chemistry & Environmental Health
which conducts a wide range of analytical
chemistry,
exposure
assessment,
and
pharmacokinetics. A field test was arranged in
the Eagle Ford Shale (Texas), one of the largest
fracking sites in the world. Polluted water was
treated in Omni’s mobile unit, carefully collected,
and then sent to SwRI laboratories for analysis.
The results were clear; the water was clean.

Results
After demonstrating successful
validation, Omni subsequently





testing

and

Secured $7.1 million in investment
funding.
Their staff has grown from 3 employees
to 16.
They have moved to a new 33,000
square foot facility.
Omni will deliver the first units to
customers this Fall.

“Thanks to TMAC and SwRI, we’ve come a long
way” said Billy Roberts. “We are poised to make
a difference and continue growing.”
For more information, call Bill Rafferty at 210522-5865 or wrafferty@swri.org

